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   15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Pre-Service Personal Prayer: Oh Lord, we ask You, graciously abide among 
us with Your blessing, and keep us from the sin and cares of this life that we 
may seek first Your kingdom and Your righteousness, and in all things needful 
for body and soul, provide Your ever-present help; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen. 

 

Today’s Worship! 
 

Greeting and Prayer 
 

Opening Hymn 719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction 
 

1 I leave all things to God's direction; He loves me both in joy and woe. 
His will is good, sure His affection; His tender love is true, I know. 

My fortress and my rock is He: What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

2 God knows what must be done to save me; His love for me will never cease. 
Upon His hands He did engrave me With purest gold of loving grace. 
His will supreme must ever be: What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 

3 My God desires the soul's salvation; My soul He, too, desires to save. 
Therefore with Christian resignation All earthly troubles I will brave. 

His will be done eternally: What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

4 My God has all things in His keeping; He is the ever faithful friend. 
He gives me laughter after weeping, And all His ways in blessings end. 

His love endures eternally: What pleases God, that pleases me. 
 

The Invocation  
We invoke (“call upon”) the name of the one true God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen!  
 

The Confession and Absolution of Sins  
We come before our Holy God admitting that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him 
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to 
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be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed 

your guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to His will! 

C Amen!  

 
Lord, Have Mercy    
Kyrie –  Latin for “O Lord.”  We approach our Lord with a cry for help in all the needs of our earthly life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Glory to God in the Highest    
Gloria in Excelsis –  Latin for “Glory in the Highest (to God).” A hymn glorifying and praising our God. 
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The Prayer for the Day 
The main thoughts for the day are collected together in this prayer. 

P Let us pray. . . through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
The Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance 
for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know 
that for your sake I bear reproach. 16 Your words were found, and I ate 
them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17 I did not sit in the 
company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand 
was upon me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain 
unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Will you be to 
me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?  

19 Therefore thus says the LORD: "If you return, I will restore you, 
and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not 
what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but 
you shall not turn to them. 20 And I will make you to this people a 
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares 
the LORD. 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem 
you from the grasp of the ruthless." 

 
The Responsive Reading: Psalm 121 

P I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where 
does my help come?  

C My help comes from the LORD, who made 
heaven and earth. 

P He will not let your foot be moved; he who 
keeps you will not slumber.  

C Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  

P The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right 
hand.  

C The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  

P The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  

C The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this 
time forth and forevermore.  
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The Epistle Reading: Romans 12:1-8 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one 
who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; 
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.   

 

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed We boldly confess what we believe. 
 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also 
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for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried; And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose 
kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 

From Luther’s Small Catechism – Confession 
A refresher in the six chief parts of Christian doctrine. 

P What is the Office of the Keys? 

C The Office of the Keys is the special power Christ gave to His 
Church on earth to forgive the sins of penitent sinners and to 
retain the sins of the impenitent as long as they do not repent.  

P Where is this written? 

C The holy evangelist John writes in chapter 20: “[Jesus] breathed 
on [His disciples] and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained’”.  

P How does a Christian congregation use the Keys?  

C A Christian congregation, with its pastor, uses the keys 
according to Christ’s command, either by forgiving those who 
repent of their sins and are willing to change, or by excluding 
those who are obviously impenitent from the Christian 
congregation. These actions are as valid and certain in heaven 
also as if Christ our dear Lord were dealing with us Himself.  

 

Hymn 704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light 
 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from Your holy face. 

 

2 Remove the pow'r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still. 

 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire. 

 

4 Grant that I only You may love And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold You face to face, O Light eternal, through Your grace. 
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The Sermon: Matthew 16:21-24 
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "Far be it from you, Lord! 
This shall never happen to you." 23 But he turned and said to Peter, "Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man." 24 Then Jesus 
told his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me." 

 

Theme: FIRST THE CROSS, THEN THE CROWN 
I. For Jesus 
II. For Me 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Offertory  
Having heard God’s Word, we pray for spiritual healing through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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Hymn 688 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 
 

1 "Come, follow Me," the Savior spake, "All in My way abiding; 
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate'er betide, Take my example for your guide. 
 

2 "I am the Light, I light the way, A godly life displaying; 
I bid you walk as in the day; I keep your feet from straying. 

I am the way, and well I show How you must sojourn here below. 
 

3 "My heart abounds in lowliness, My soul with love is glowing; 
And gracious words My lips express, With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, To God I yield, on Him I call. 
 

4 "I teach you how to shun and flee What harms your soul's salvation, 
Your heart from ev'ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation. 
I am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav'nly goal." 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, And take the cross appointed 
And, firmly clinging to His Word, In suff'ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle's strain The crown of heav'nly life obtain. 
 

 
The Offering of Thankful Hearts  
In tangible evidence of our gratitude, we offer the Lord the gift of our money, remembering that He has first given to us that we 
might have to give to Him. If you wish to give your church offering electronically, you can do so by using the CashApp on your mobile 
device. The church’s $cashtag is “$clcmtzion”. While the usher brings the offering plate forward we sing the following hymn verse  

(WS 788:1): Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand 
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. 

Grant us, then, the grace of giving With a spirit large and true 
That our life and all our living We may consecrate to You. 

 
Prayer of the Church – The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Service of the Sacrament 
Now we approach the second high point of the liturgy, the Sacrament, in which the Lord comes to bless us with His 
very body and blood. We move toward the Sacrament with prayers of thanksgiving and songs of adoration. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
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C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on this day 
overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life; Therefore with angels 
and archangels and all the company of heaven, we magnify Your 
glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying… 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy    

The Sanctus – Latin for “Holy.”  We join our voices to the angels who sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy" around His throne.” 

 
 

Words of Institution 
The words spoken by Jesus the night He instituted the Lord’s Supper by which our Lord assured to His Church  
the real presence of His sacramental body and blood for all time.  
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 
took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and 
gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood, which is shed for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
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Lamb of God    

The Agnus Dei – Latin for “Lamb of God.”  As we approach the Table of Forgiveness, we want to be thinking about 
the Lamb of God who was sacrificed for us on Calvary's cross. 

 

 
 

 
 

Distribution of the Sacrament 
 

Communion Today is for Members Only Please 
We don't judge anyone's faith, but we do stand up for our own. The Bible teaches 
what we call "Close Communion," that is, God wants you to commune only with 
those people with whom you are agreed in ALL the Bible's teachings. This belief 
is based upon the Bible passages listed below. Therefore, if you are a guest with 
us today, and BEFORE you come up to commune with us, you'll want to find out 
if our church teaches what the Bible does! The pastor would be happy to discuss 
this with you at your convenience!  

1 Corinthians 1:10 "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment."  
1 Corinthians 11:26-30 "For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
But let a man examine himself, and so let 
him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy 
manner eats and drinks judgment to 
himself, not discerning the Lord's body." 
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O Lord, Now Let Your Servant    

The Nunc Dimittis – Latin for “Now Dismiss.”  Simeon’s words after seeing the Christ Child. (Luke 2:29-32) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.  
 

 
Thanksgiving 
We give thanks and praise the LORD for the forgiveness of sins received in the Sacrament.  
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The Benediction  
The blessing given by God for His people (Numbers 6:24-26) 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen! 
 

Closing Hymn 748 I’m But a Stranger Here  
 

1 I'm but a stranger here, Heav'n is my home; 
Earth is a desert drear, Heav'n is my home. 

Danger and sorrow stand Round me on ev'ry hand; 
Heav'n is my fatherland, Heav'n is my home. 

 

2 What though the tempest rage, Heav'n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, Heav'n is my home; 

And time's wild wintry blast Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last, Heav'n is my home. 

 

3 Therefore I murmur not, Heav'n is my home; 
Whate'er my earthly lot, Heav'n is my home; 

And I shall surely stand There at my Lord's right hand; 
Heav'n is my fatherland, Heav'n is my home. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

LIVESTREAM on                        @MtZionLutheranChurch 
 

SERMON PODCAST on                       @TheWordFromMountZion 
 

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing House License #000014224 or OneLicense.net #A-732884. 
All Rights reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
“If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15 

 
WELCOME EVERYONE! We pray that God’s Word and our worship today will help 
you grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus. We ask our visitors to 
please sign our guest book. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ve 
found it with us. Ask our Pastor about a free Bible study he offers to explain what 
we believe and teach. Where and when? Your convenience. 
 
CLEVELAND AREA WORSHIP SERVICE is this afternoon at 4pm. May God grant 
safe travel to Pastor’s family and Mt. Zion’s Ohio/Pennsylvania members. 
 
BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL (PreK-Kind) resumed today at 9am. In Bible 
Class we are picking up our study of the Gospel of John, beginning in chapter 15. 
 
“STOCK THE FREEZER” FOR THE RYAN BABY: If you brought a frozen meal for 
the Ryan family, please place it in the basement freezer. Thank you! A scheduled 
C-section is this Tuesday. Please keep Michelle and the baby in your prayers! 
 
LUNCHEON INVITE: Next Sunday the Ryan family is inviting everyone to a 
celebratory baptism luncheon in the church basement (assuming God grants a 
safe and healthy delivery this week). Food will be provided.  
 
OUR RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL *Offering numbers are from 8/27/23 

Attendance Last Sunday = 26 

General Fund Offerings 
Budgeted YTD: $67,346.15 

Bi-Weekly General Fund 
Offerings Budgeted: $3961.54 

General Fund Offerings 
Received YTD: $79,592.77 

Bi-Weekly General Fund 
Offerings Received: $4792.95 

Missions Offerings YTD (includes 10% of GB & individual offerings): $7959.28 

Maisie Wittorp Christian Education Memorial Fund: $83.946.99 

 
SERVING US THIS MONTH:       

Usher: Mason Dzakowic     Church Cleaning: Naumanns 
 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS <> ENCOURAGEMENT LIST 
Be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. Ephesians 6:18 

Jackie McGruder remains homebound as she continues to suffer from lupus. Jay 
Sandeen is deployed with his army unit in Kuwait. The Ryans are expecting a baby 
girl in September. CLC Pastor John Hein, 56, Grace, Fridley MN, is being treated 
for thymic carcinoma cancer. 
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MT. ZION UPCOMING CALENDAR 

Today 4pm Cleveland Area Worship Service 

Thu. 9/14 3pm UM Ann Arbor Bible Study 

Sun. 9/17 9am Bible Class / Sunday School 

 10am Divine Worship Service (w/ Communion) 

 11am Baptism Luncheon 

Tue. 9/19 7-9pm Elders/Council/Trustees/Outreach 

Thu. 9/21 – 
Sun. 9/24 

 ManUP CLC Men’s Retreat 
Wyalusing State Park, Prairie du Chien, WI 

Sun. 10/1 11am Q4 Voters Meeting 

Tue. 10/3 – 
Thu. 10/5 

 Great Lakes Pastoral Conference 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Batavia (Chicago), IL 

 
WEEKLY MEMORY WORK: 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, given to us Christians under the bread and wine to eat and to drink, as it was 
instituted by Christ Himself.. Where is this written? The holy evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and the apostle Paul write this way: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night 
in which He was betrayed, took bread; and, when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to His disciples saying, ‘Take, eat. This is My body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of Me.’ “In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave 
thanks, and gave it to them saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant 
in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.’” 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION SYNODWIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! Psalm 133:1 

 
CLC CALL NEWS:  Pastor David Pfeiffer of Holy Trinity, West Columbia, is 
considering the call to be the third pastor at Messiah, Eau Claire, WI.  
 
MANUP! WEEKEND: The 2023 ManUp! Men's Weekend will be held September 
21-24, 2023, at beautiful Wyalusing State Park near Prairie du Chien, WI. The 
weekend will offer strength and encouragement for men 18 and older for their 
personal faith, family, and fellowship at church. The weekend will include Bible 
study, fellowship, leadership training, team building, relationship building, 
worship, and many outdoor bonding activities. Register and send in your 
payment before August 31st for the discounted rate of $75. Registration 
increases to $150 after September 1st. The registration includes lodging and 
meals. You can register by going to the Man Up! website 
here: www.manup.clclutheran.org. and clicking on the Registration 
Form.  Sign up today! 


